
What a great night! The largest group of owners 
in many years came together on December 7th 
to celebrate the holiday season at the Sonesta 
Resort. The hotel culinary staff prepared 
wonderful offerings, and the Headliners 
provided awesome entertainment. The dance 
floor stayed full all night, and Santa and one 
of his reindeer even made a special appearance. 

Thanks to all of you who attended and donated 
food or toys for those in need at Deep Well. It 
was so nice to see such great attendance, and 
we look forward to seeing even more smiling 
faces at the next special event…Casino Night 
on January 28th (details inside of this issue).

More Pictures inside on page 2…
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There really are not words 
to describe this fall. It has been 
quite an experience dealing with 
the first hurricane to actually 
strike Hilton Head in most of our 
lifetimes. We are happy to report, 
however, that we are on a fast track 
to returning things to normal and 
by early January we hope to have 
about 95% of debris cleared. The 
gift we all received this year is 
that FEMA agreed, against their 
normal policy, to respond to the 
gated communities. Those double 
black trucks have been a frequent 
and welcome sight on the property; 
and although the complete recovery 
should take months, Shipyard is 
one of the most cleared of any local 

communities. The other good end 
of the year news is that we do not 
believe there will be an assessment. 
We have been saving for years for a 
weather catastrophe and thus have 
some funds to cover our POA costs 
for clean-up. The Board will meet 
in January and certainly discuss 
the best way to replace the funds, 
but for now the only fee you will 
receive is the approved SPOA 
2017 annual fee of $910.00, up 
1.67% from last year. Real estate 
sales have been remarkably good 
for a hurricane impacted year and 
we expect to be over our annual 
average. These funds help us fund 
our catastrophic fund and to do 
improvements like the entrance 

monuments which were upgraded 
along with the entrance landscape 
in 2016. On behalf of the staff, we 
want to wish you a great 2017 as 
we plan for a year of recovery and 
renewed appreciation for our homes 
and lifestyle on Hilton Head. 
Thank you for remembering the 
staff with your generous holiday 
donations and have a happy and 
healthy 2017.

From the Desk of the General Manager                                                                                                                                      
Sally Warren 

There really are not words to describe this fall.  It has been quite an experience 
dealing with the first hurricane to actually strike Hilton Head in most of our 
lifetimes.  We are happy to report, however, that we are on a fast track to 
returning things to normal and by early January we hope to have about 95% of 
debris cleared.  The gift we all received this year is that FEMA agreed, against their normal policy, to 
respond to the gated communities.  Those double black trucks have been a frequent and welcome sight 
on the property; and although the complete recovery should take months, Shipyard is one of the most 
cleared of any local communities.  The other good end of the year news is that we do not believe there 
will be an assessment.  We have been saving for years for a weather catastrophe and thus have some 
funds to cover our POA costs for clean-up.  The Board will meet in January and certainly discuss the best 
way to replace the funds, but for now the only fee you will receive is the approved SPOA 2017 annual 
fee of $910.00, up 1.67% from last year.  Real estate sales have been remarkably good for a hurricane 
impacted year and we expect to be over our annual average.  These funds help us fund our catastrophic 
fund and to do improvements like the entrance monuments which were upgraded along with the 
entrance landscape in 2016.  On behalf of the staff, we want to wish you a great 2017 as we plan for a 
year of recovery and renewed appreciation for our homes and lifestyle on Hilton Head.  Thank you for 
remembering the staff with your generous holiday donations and have a happy and healthy 2017. 

 

Mingling and Jingling Shipyard Style… (continued)



3

NATURE NOTES
Joanne Voulelis, Lowcountry Master Naturalist, Coastal Discovery Museum Docent

NATURE NOTES….. 

 Joanne Voulelis, Low Country Master Naturalist, Coastal Discovery Museum Docent 

 
 

 
Winter in the Salt Marsh 

 
 
The salt marsh is the transitional area where the rivers meet the sea. It is comprised of intertidal water bodies in 
which salinity can range from near ocean strength (30 parts per thousand) to brackish water (between .5 and 30 
parts per thousand). The salt marsh is one of the most biologically productive ecosystems on earth, second only to 
the rain forest.  It provides nursery grounds for many species of birds, fish and marine life (crabs, shrimp, oysters, 
mussels, etc.). In fact, about 85% of harvested seafood in South Carolina spent at least part of its life in the salt 
marsh. 
 
South Carolina has well over 350,000 acres of salt marsh. That is the highest concentration of all the Atlantic 
coastal states. Beaufort County is home to between one third and one half of all the salt marshes in the state. That is 
not surprising when one considers that Beaufort County is comprised of more water than land – approximately 51% 
more. The unusually high tides in our county are largely responsible for this abundance of salt marshes. From 
Canada to Florida, our tidal range or amplitude (the difference between the highest and lowest tides) is second only 
to the Bay of Fundi. 

What is winter like in the salt marsh? Most of the marsh animals burrow beneath the mud, surviving on the 
nutrients contained within. For instance, in warmer seasons, there are over one million fiddler crabs per acre visibly 
scurrying about the marsh. Once temperatures drop below 50 degrees, they hibernate in mud holes, creating an air 
pocket by plugging the top of the hole with mud. They can survive there all winter long. At night, if tides are low, 
the marsh is visited by four legged animals, like raccoon, otter or deer to forage for seafood, leaving just their foot 
prints behind. Most of our resident marsh birds, (herons, egrets, ibis, osprey, copper rail, etc.) remain in the marsh 
throughout the winter. The cormorant is a winter visitor as are certain kinds of water fowl. 
 
Marsh plants must also adapt to the changing seasons. Smooth cordgrass (Spartina Alterniflora) is the marsh’s 
primary plant.  It thrives during both high tides, when it is mostly submerged in salt water and in low tides when it 
is fully exposed to the elements of sun, wind and temperature variations. In winter months, this cordgrass turns 
brown (pictured above) and dies as its stems become brittle and break off. As it rots and decomposes, it transforms 
into “detritus.” Detritus is a mixture of dead organic matter, bacteria, algae and fungi. Todd Ballentine (author of 
“Tideland Treasure”) refers to this as “nature’s soup,” since it becomes a major food source for zooplankton, clams, 
mussels, oysters, shrimp and some fish. The winter salt marsh is thus the top of the food chain for marine life.  
 
This decaying cordgrass is also quite visible on our beaches. The intercoastal waterway system provides a highway 
from the marsh to the ocean, creating the “wrack line” as tides deposit this debris onto the beach. While it looks 
untidy piling up along our sandy beaches, and is often criticized by visitors (why don’t they clean up their 
beaches?), this detritus sustains the life of our sea creatures. It is also one reason why the Atlantic Ocean is murky 
looking compared to the crystal clear waters of the Pacific Ocean.  There are not many salt marshes along the 
pacific coast (it’s actually quite rocky), so while the Pacific Ocean may be pristine, our Atlantic Ocean is healthier!  
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Approved 2017 Budget

INCOME General Administration
Assessments 1,846,176.00$            Debt Service 5,000.00$                   
Decal Sales 312,500.00$               Telephone 36,400.00$                 
Boot Fee 1,000.00$                    Insurance 59,500.00$                 
Beach Club 97,000.00$                  Electricity 37,300.00$                 
Interest Earnings 6,800.00$                    Water/Sewer 8,500.00$                   
ARB 12,000.00$                  Legal 11,200.00$                 
Voluntary 1,000.00$                    Administration Salaries 205,279.00$               
Lagoon Reimbursement 11,250.00$                  Payroll Taxes 15,702.00$                 
Cable Franchise Income 20,000.00$                  Accounting 26,110.00$                 
Snow Cone 2,000.00$                    401K (IRA) 7,650.00$                   
Advertising 2,000.00$                    Admin (Copier/Printing) 44,500.00$                 
Access Fee 38,000.00$                  Public Relations 14,000.00$                 
Late Fees 3,000.00$                    ARB Expenses 8,700.00$                   
Cell Tower Income 43,801.00$                  Auditing Expenses 11,000.00$                 
TOTAL 2,396,527.00$            Taxes 6,700.00$                   

Computer (IT) 10,290.00$                 
EXPENSES Bad Debt 6,500.00$                   
Security Sub-Total 514,331.00$              
Salaries & Wages 840,000.00$               
FICA 64,260.00$                  General Maintenance
Unemployment 7,100.00$                    Lagoon 19,200.00$                 
Workers' Compensation 51,200.00$                  Lighting 6,300.00$                   
Health Insurance 133,000.00$               Building Maint 11,000.00$                 
401K (IRA) 8,500.00$                    Signs 6,300.00$                   
Special Operations -$                              Paving Repairs 6,300.00$                   
Uniform Maintenance -$                              Bike Path Repair 4,500.00$                   
Licenses 2,600.00$                    Lagoon Improvements 5,000.00$                   
Professional Fees 400.00$                       Supplies & Equipment 8,500.00$                   
Office Supplies 7,000.00$                    Fence Maintenance 2,500.00$                   
Printing &Postage 30,000.00$                  Sub-Total 69,600.00$                 
Taxes 2,500.00$                    
Consumables 4,200.00$                    Beach Club Expenses
Equipment Purchase 12,000.00$                  Wages & Benefits 46,440.00$                 
Equipment Maintenance 3,000.00$                    Utilities 12,850.00$                 
Equipment Leases 6,000.00$                    Insurance 19,500.00$                 
Vehicle Operating 67,000.00$                  General Maintenance 17,800.00$                 
Other Insurance 25,000.00$                  Leases/Contracts 7,400.00$                   
Uniforms 8,000.00$                    Supplies & Equipment 7,000.00$                   
Training 8,500.00$                    Sub-Total 110,990.00$              
Capital Outlay 2,600.00$                    
Other  -$                              Other Expenses
Sub-Total 1,282,860.00$            Loan Repayment 5,000.00$                   

Catastrophic Reserve -$                             
Landscape Maintenance Reserve 158,105.00$               
Contract 188,400.00$               New Capital Projects 12,000.00$                 
Hauling 2,500.00$                    Legal Reserve 1,500.00$                   
Mosquito Control 5,000.00$                    Budget Contingency 17,241.00$                 
Tree Work 17,500.00$                  Sub-Total 193,846.00$              
Other Grounds 11,500.00$                  
Sub-Total 224,900.00$               GRAND TOTAL 2,396,527.00$           
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Special Notices 
It’s time to get your decals and beach hangtags validated!  Please visit the Welcome Center to 
complete the short process.  If you do not wish to register any new vehicles, you do not need to 
bring anything besides your photo ID. If you do intend to register a new vehicle, please bring 
the applicable vehicle registration with you.  

Congrats to our photography contest winners… 

Gary Maynard and Doris Vaught 

from Windward Village.  Good job! 

 

Locker rental renewal letters were sent out in November, and payments were due in mid-
December. If you intend to discontinue your locker agreement, please be let us know and 
remember to remove the contents immediately.  Locker waiting list letters will be going out in 
mid-January.  Please be patient as we complete the renewal process.   

 

Thank you for your contributions to the holiday fund for the staff.              

They all received a nice holiday bonus, which was so meaningful to them 

and their families. You are the best! 
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BEACH CLUB EVENTS 
______________________________________ 

 

January: 
 

            2nd, 12th, 16th      Owners Only (5-9pm)                                 
            9th, 23rd               Men’s Club (6:30-9pm) 
           10th, 24th              Women’s Club (10am-1pm) 

  19th                     Nibble & Nip (6-9pm)             
  27th                     Owners Morning (8am-12pm) 

            28th                     Chips & Champagne Casino Night (6-10pm) 
 

 
February: 

 
             2nd                    Nibble & Nip   (6-9pm) 
             6th, 9th, 20th      Owners Only (5-9pm) 

            13th, 27th          Men’s Club (6:30-9pm) 
            14th, 28th          Women’s Club (10am-1pm) 
                24th                  Owners Morning  (8am-noon) 
             26th                  Chili/Chowder Cook-Off (4-6pm) 
 

 
March: 

 
       2nd                            Nibble & Nip (6-9pm) 
       6th, 9th, 20th              Owners Only (5-9pm) 
       13th, 27th                  Men’s Club (6:30-9pm) 
       14th, 28th                  Women’s Club (10am-1pm) 
       17th                          Owners Morning (8am-noon) 
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             SAVE THE DATE 

Come try your luck at our first annual 

“Chips and Champagne…A Casino Night” 

Saturday, January 28th from 6-10 P.M. 

at the Beach Club. 

Tickets $25.00 on sale December 28, 2016 

Nibble and Nip style night filled with prizes, games, and champagne for all! 

_______________________________________________________________ 

                                  

Save the date  

Chili- Chowder Cook-off 

                               February 26, 2017 at the Beach Club 

   from 4-6 P.M. with live entertainment. Chefs and tasters needed! 



Shipyard Real Estate Quarterly Update
By your neighbor Karl Sneed 

Shipyard Property Statistics

Shipyard Real Estate Market
Bright future for Shipyard Plantation!!! With the thinning of the trees we now have glorious bright sun for new growth this 
coming spring. The same can be said of the Real Estate market. Now that we have made it through the election, (no, I’m not  
touching that subject) and the stock market is at all-time highs, the real estate sales and pricing are expected to flourish 
this spring. If you have been considering selling, now through spring is a great time to list your property. If you know of   
someone looking to buy, or you’re interested in selling, please consider Karl as your first choice. Helping buyers and sellers 
come together is my business. One of the largest assets you have is owning a piece of real estate, and you want someone you 
can trust to represent you. Call a professional who cares and has the knowledge, (bylaws, regulations and benefits) to buy or 

sell property in our community. Thank you in advance, Karl Sneed

Thinking of buying or selling? Karl can assist you in a 
smooth transaction. 26 years of experience.
Karl Sneed Cell: 843-422-3744 Office: 843-686-8800  

Toll Free: 800-345-2392 
karl@charteronerealty.com          www.realestatefromhiltonhead.com

Homes Villas Lots

Year
Total 

Homes 
Sold

Total 
Dollars 

Sold

Median 
Sold 
Price

Average 
Days 
On 

Market

  Year
Total  
Villas 
Sold

Total 
Dollars 

Sold

Median 
Sold 
Price

Median 
Days On 
Market

  Year
Total 
Lots 
Sold

Total     
Dollars      

Sold

Median 
Sold 
Price

Median 
Days 
On 

Market
12/12/16 16 $6,817,000 $392,000 102 12/12/16 67 $18,695,101 $270,000 84   12/12/16 1 $180,000 $180,000 337
12/12/15 13 $5,509,000 $415,000 114   12/12/15 63 $16,936,015 $260,000 117   12/12/15 3 $615,666 $214,000 178

FOR SALE

87 Gloucester Road
3 Br. 3 Ba. $565,000 

New build in 2015. 2,068 sq.ft. 
High efficiency home with spray 

foam insulation, 3 zone heat 
pump & much more. 2+ car 

garage, corner .67 acre lot with 
Lagoon to Golf view. Bike ride 

to Coligny  Plaza & the  
Shipyard Beach Club

143 Beachwalk Villas
2 Br. 2 Ba. $287,500

  
Large 1348 sq.ft. first floor flat.  

Very bright with lots of glass out 
to a good sized deck with  

landscape to golf course view.  
Close walk to on-site pool,  
Shipyard beach and beach 

club, Van De Meer Tennis and 
Sonesta hotel.  Excellent rental 

income and pet friendly.

176 Colonnade Club
2 Br. 2 Ba. $248,000

 2nd Fl. Flat with view of lagoon 
to golf course and pool. Villa 

placement gives you the feel like 
a corner unit

147 Colonnade Club
2 Br. 2 Ba. $244,500

1st Fl. Flat with Landscape View 
Pool and BBQ area on-site.

 10 minute walk to the beach 
and Shipyard clubhouse. 

1 Kingston Cove 
4 Br. 2 1/2Ba. $399,900

  
(Beautiful Lagoon View) 

3 bedrooms and 2 baths up. 
Bedroom/office, kitchenette 

and half bath down. Fireplace, 
Carolina room, large deck and 

downstairs patio area.
Complex Pool on-site. Walk or 
bike to the beach and Shipyard 

clubhouse. 

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

*** I’m not just a Realtor ***
*** I’m a Shipyard Owner/Resident ***

***& Executive Board Member***


