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A BIG THANKS to the
SPOA Board of Directors

BY SALLY WARREN

Hurricane season used to be just that…
a season. Of course, it was a season where
we all stayed tuned to the weather, but it
usually had a finite end and life returned to normal after the cool weather
arrived. Unfortunately, hurricane season became a year-long event with
Hurricane Matthew; as it has taken us that long to work with the various
agencies to get debris removed from our roads, common areas and
lagoons. And just when we were thinking it was all behind us, another
evacuation occurred and the debris from Tropical Storm Irma became
foremost in our maintenance priorities.
Shipyard has been able to weather these storms better than most
associations, as we were one of the few that did not assess our
homeowners after Matthew. We have been conservative over the years
in taking 25% of the annual Enhancement Income to contribute to the
Catastrophic Fund, but back-to-back years of extraordinary expenses have
depleted substantial savings. On the fortunate side of the things, we
secured some debris insurance this year; and after funding a $10,000
deductible, we hope to have some insurance recovery for the debris
removal costs from Irma, which were substantial.
In preparing the budget for 2018 we felt that it was wise to build in funds
for this type of deductible, so that should these events continue to occur,
the money for the debris deductible will be there without further
depleting the catastrophic fund. The projected increase approved by your
Board of Directors is $25, or approximately a 2.88% increase over last
year. No one likes an increase; but increases are still preferable to special
assessments, which we have diligently tried to avoid at Shipyard. Our
annual homeowners fee remains the lowest on Hilton Head.
If you have been to any restaurants of late, you will probably see that
labor continues to be an issue on Hilton Head. We have had our own
struggles with staffing, but have addressed our wages in the upcoming
budget to attract and keep quality employees. As of this report, we are
fully staffed and hoping to start the New Year with a great crew.
Real Estate Sales have also provided an encouraging note to an otherwise
challenging 2017. In the most recent report, sales are up considerably
from last year and the market continues to be strong. Inventory is actually
shrinking, and we are continuing to brand Shipyard as not just a great
place to visit, but a great place to live.
Enjoy the fall and upcoming holidays as we have much
for which we can be thankful.

Many members of the Shipyard POA Board of Directors
paused to pose for a picture outside the Welcome Center
following their October meeting.

Your Board of Directors met on Thursday,
October 19th to review and approve the
POA budget for 2018. They also took time to
discuss many potential enhancement
projects for the coming year. Shipyard is
governed by a 24-person board with
representation from residential, commercial,
regime, and timeshare areas. There is also a
7-person Executive Committee, comprised of
members from each area. For a complete list
of the members, please visit the POA
website at www.shipyardhhi.com. During
Thanksgiving season, it seems fitting to
thank them for giving their time and efforts
to make Shipyard an even better place.
Hats off to them!

Need to contact us?
Shipyard POA
Welcome Center
10 Shipyard Dr.
HHI, SC 29928
843-785-3310
Shipyard Security:

(24 hours a day)
Parkway Gate/Patrol

843-785-4776
Pope Gate

843-785-3776
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DID YOU KNOW?
BIKE PATH
WIDENING
Another section of Shipyard’s 15 miles of
bike/leisure paths will soon be smoother
and wider thanks to an enhancement
project approved by the SPOA Board of
Directors. MAJ will be working on the
path from the southern Evian entrance
on Shipyard Drive to the traffic circle.
Previous projects widened the path from
Beachwalk past the Greens, to the
Shipyard Drive crossover to Evian, and
along the beach parking area.

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT
BY MEREDITH SIMMONS

You may have become accustomed to seeing her smiling
face at the gatehouse as you enter Shipyard. Emily Gleghorn joined
the Shipyard security team in May after working for another local
security operation. She has been married for four years, and is the
mother of a very energetic one and a half year-old girl named Ryann.
Hailing from a small town in East Texas called Wills Point, Emily moved
here shortly after she and her husband honeymooned on the Island
and became enamored with the beach and other picturesque scenery.
Emily shared that she thinks Hilton Head Island is one of the most
beautiful spots that she has seen in the world, so she thoroughly enjoys coming to work each
day in such a breathtaking environment. She also stated that she enjoys meeting new people
and making them smile. When we asked her supervisor about Emily’s best attribute, he stated
that she is very kind and patient with everyone she meets. Kudos to Emily for being a great
team member. Keep up the good work, Emily!

NEW SHIPYARD AD
In an effort to refresh its advertising,
Shipyard created and placed a new fullpage ad in the inaugural issue of LocalLife
magazine. The October issue ad proudly
suggests that readers consider "dropping
anchor" at Shipyard. A similar ad will be
placed in the Heritage edition of Hilton
Head Monthly.

PET POLICY
Please be sure to clean up
after your dog every single
time on walks and in your yard. Not only
is it important for the environment, it is
the law. When walking your dog be sure
to carry a waste bag and even share
them with other dog owners who are
without. Dispose of waste properly in the
trash or toilet. Because dog waste is full
of bacteria, viruses and parasites and is
harmful to the environment, encourage
your friends and neighbors to clean up
after their pets, as well.
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SOCIAL SCENE

Beach Club
Events
DECEMBER:
7: Nibble & Nip(6-9pm)
4, 14, 18: Owners Only (2-8pm)
11, 26: Men’s Club (6:30-9pm)
12: Women’s Club (10am-1pm)
22: Owners’ Morning (8am-12pm)
31: SPECIAL Nibble & Nip (6-8pm)
‘It’s New Years Somewhere’

JANUARY:
4: Nibble & Nip (6-9pm)
2, 15: Owners Only (2-8pm)

Eclipse Watchers
Crowd Beach Club
BY DAVE HUMPHREY

8, 22: Men’s Club (6:30-9pm)
9, 23: Women’s Club (10am-1pm)
26: Owners’ Morning (8am-12pm)
28: Annual Chili/Chowder
Cook-Off (4-6pm)

f you were anywhere near the Shipyard Beach Club for the solar eclipse, you were in a
crowd of people – all wanting to see the first coast-to-coast solar eclipse since 1979. At a FEBRUARY:
special “Owners Only” day, dozens of your neighbors were looking skyward with special
1: Nibble & Nip (6-9pm)
protective eclipse glasses provided by the POA. Hundreds of others jammed the beach.
5, 19: Owners Only (2-8pm)
Above the Beach Club, clouds — not the moon — blocked views of the sun but there were
moments when the clouds parted enough for a brief glimpse. The POA provided snacks, 12, 26: Men’s Club (6:30-9pm)
soft drinks and wine for the occasion. Perhaps the most popular item, other than the
13, 27: Women’s Club(10am-1pm)
protective glasses, were Kay Buck’s Moon Pies, which she shared with everyone.
23: Owners’ Morning (8am-12pm)
The next opportunity for viewing a total solar eclipse on Hilton Head will be March 30,
24: Casino Night (6-10pm)
2052 when the “path of totality” will cross central Mexico and the southeastern U.S.

2017 PHOTO CONTEST
BY MARY ALICE TARTLER

FEATURED: “Timeless Contemplation” by Joe Sternowski
of Colonnade Club, which was selected as 2017’s
Artist’s Choice second place winner.

A warm thank you to all the photographers who
entered their images in the Annual Shipyard
Photography Contest. We received 30 submissions
for this year’s theme – Shipyard Landscapes. Every
year the event grows larger, with over 82 owners
assisting in judging the popular vote! It is always an
honor for me to judge the photography contest, and
every year it gets more difficult to choose just one or
two from all the spectacular entries we receive. I
think this year’s winners captured the unique beauty
of Shipyard landscapes and personified how fortunate
we are to live in such a picturesque community with
our own beach, woodlands, lagoons, creeks, and
wildlife. I hope the event was both fun and
informative for all and inspires owners to continue
to take some fabulous photographs of the natural
beauty that surrounds us at Shipyard.

WINNERS
ARTIST’S CHOICE
1st Place:
“Reflections”
Lora Laffan
2nd Place:
“Timeless Contemplation”
Joe Sternowski
(SHOWN LEFT)
POPULAR VOTE
1st Place:
“Reflections”
Michelle Melito-Winner
(SHOWN ON FRONT COVER)
2nd Place:
“Sunset & Evening Surf”
Lori Callahan
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Owner Updates

Important Reminders from the Welcome Center
MEREDITH SIMMONS, DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS

SPECIAL NOTICE REGARDING EMAILS
TO/FROM THE WELCOME CENTER:
Please use passes@shipyardhhi.com
(instead of shipyardpasses@aol.com)
to request passes or otherwise communicate with Pass Desk
staff. You may also call 843-785-3310, ext. 221 to request
passes. If you need last-minute passes, it is always
best to call the gates directly at
843-785-4776-Parkway or 843-785-3776-Pope.
Thanks for your cooperation!

POA EVENTS
ANNUAL MINGLE & JINGLE
The annual Mingle & Jingle will be held on Wednesday, December
6th at 6pm at the Sonesta Resort. The Headliners, back by popular
demand, will entertain you as you enjoy an upscale holiday dinner.
Tickets remain a bargain at $25.00 for your dinner, entertainment,
and all of the dancing your feet will allow. Since it worked out so
well last year, full table reservations will be allowed again this year.
Essentially, you can arrange to sit with specific neighbors and
friends. All you need to do is gather checks/money from your entire
party (groups of ten) and bring them to the Welcome Center to
reserve your table. Mingling during a cocktail hour prior to dinner
was also a huge hit last year. This year, we will have cocktails (cash
bar) beginning at 6pm with dinner to follow at 7pm.
Tickets are now on sale at the Welcome Center.

CHILI/CHOWDER COOK–OFF
This year’s Chili/Chowder Cook-Off will be held at the Beach Club
on Sunday, January 28th, 4-6pm. Chefs and tasters
are needed, and the event will also feature live
entertainment! If you would like to enter your winning
chili or chowder, please call 843-785-3310, ext. 221.
If you just plan to come taste the entries, we’d love
to have you and we’ll have plenty of Tums on-hand.

DECAL RENEWAL

Decal renewals for 2018 will begin on Friday,
December 1st. You may discard your old beach
hangtag, as you will receive a new one along
with your vehicle decals. If you do not wish to
register any new vehicles, you do not need to
bring anything besides your photo ID to claim
your hangtag and updated decals. If you do
intend to register a new vehicle, please do not
forget to bring the applicable vehicle
registration with you.

BEACH LOCKER
WAITLIST

Locker rental renewal letters were sent out
earlier this month, and payments are due by
mid-December. If you intend to discontinue
your locker agreement, please be sure to let us
know and remember to remove the contents
immediately. Locker waiting list letters will be
sent out by the end of November. If you are on
the waiting list, and do not receive an update
by December 5th, please contact the
Welcome Center. We appreciate your patience
as we complete the renewal process.
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HURRICANE
SEASON
UPDATE

Nature Notes

BY JOANNE VOULELIS: LOWCOUNTRY MASTER
NATURALIST, COASTAL DISCOVERY MUSEUM

Communications
Upgrade Pays Off
Since Hurricane Matthew, Shipyard
management has significantly
increased communications with
owners to keep them accurately
informed –especially during
hurricane season. Frequent
e-blasts and Facebook messages
before, during and after Irma were
sent to owners, and from all
indications they were very
appreciated. Owners said they
especially liked post-storm information on how Shipyard fared and
when evacuated residents could
return. Comments ranged from
"thanks for the updates" to
“thanks for taking such good
care of us."

‘Memories of Matthew’
Nibble & Nip Event

Nibble & Nip attendees pose for a picture
in the homemade ‘Welcome Home’ T-Shirts
they made post- Matthew in 2016.

As Hilton Head Island continues
recovery from Hurricanes Matthew
and Irma Shipyard POA held a
special Friday night Nibble & Nip
dubbed “Memories of Matthew
and Irma.” The Single Husbands
Band provided live music as
homeowners swapped hurricane
stories and celebrated the
recovery of our community. The
POA provided Hurricane punch,
and a good time was had by all.

Alligator den in winter
When winter arrives in the low country, we
turn on the heat, pull out the sweaters from
storage and make later tee times so the early
morning frost can dissipate from the greens.
But what do our resident gators do in winter?
Alligators, like all reptiles, are cold blooded, so
they cannot regulate their internal body
temperature. Instead, they make
environmental adaptations to stay warm in
winter or cool in summer. While warm
blooded mammals with a constant body
temperature often hibernate in winter,
alligators “brumate” instead. While both
hibernation and brumation are periods of
dormancy (during which metabolic rate
slows), the level of activity during each
process is different. During hibernation,
mammals fall into a deep sleep, neither eating
nor drinking. By contrast, when alligators
brumate, they become very lethargic, but they
do not sleep. They must continue to drink in
order to avoid dehydration, but they too do
not eat. (Actually alligators can survive long
periods without food even during active
seasons). At the beginning of the winter,
gators will dig mud holes for warmth and
shelter (see picture above). On warm winter
days, they will emerge from their dens to bask

in the sun. Their scutes (the hard ridges
along their backs) act like solar panels and
allow them to absorb warmth from the sun
through their blood vessels. This keeps
them toasty when the temperature drops.
If the gator becomes too heated, the heat
can be dispelled by opening the mouth (like
a big yawn).
Brumation typically begins in November
(depending upon temperature change) and
lasts about 4-5 months. So unlike humans
during this period of time, they avoid the
holiday weight gain from all the festive food
and drink. Ah, to be an alligator!!!
Follow Up Note: In the last issue of the
Anchor, I wrote about a new shorebird
stewardship program the Hilton Head
Audubon Society hoped to bring to our
island called, “Let ‘em Rest, Let ‘em Nest.”
The purpose of this program is to bring
attention to the threats that nesting and
migratory birds face along the coasts. I am
pleased to report this begins the first
weekend in November and will be piloted at
Mitchelville Beach (mostly just on
weekends). I have trained to be a shorebird
steward and look forward to educating
beachgoers about our coastal birds.
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Shipyard– Warm & Welcoming
BY DAVE HUMPHREY
Shipyard was “the right choice.” Shipyard proved to be “a
life changer.” Shipyard was our choice “because of the
community of people who live here.” Those are some of
the comments made by Shipyard property owners over the
last 10 months as we asked them, “Why Shipyard?”

“The Beach Club has facilitated the
creation of a close-knit community.”
Lance and Kathy Herr came here from New Jersey – in fact,
they still live part-time in Wayside, located about 55 miles
from New York City. Kathy Herr says, “when we vacationed
here for a week or two we always envisioned retiring here.”
“The Beach Club offers social events and a meeting place that
She says they "wanted to live in a small community, in a
has facilitated the creation of a close-knit community.” Tom
warm, beautiful setting.” In 2001, they bought their home
adds, “Shipyard is a well-managed plantation and the friendly,
in Tennismaster.
supportive people make the difference.”
The Herrs say Shipyard's location, size, affordability and
Like many other owners, Stan and Helen Xenakis enjoyed
natural beauty matched all their needs. Lance added,
vacations on Shipyard before deciding to purchase a
“Shipyard has provided us with the opportunity to meet
Tennismaster villa in 1992. Four years later they upgraded to
new people through various clubs; different functions at
a four-bedroom Shipmaster condo which became their
the Sonesta Resort or while just relaxing on our beautiful
retirement home in 2003. Helen says, “the plantation probeach. With Shipyard, we realized our dream.”
vides residents and guests a wonderful lifestyle through a
Back in 1999, Tom and Margaret Costello traveled 985
miles from Barrington Hills, Illinois to look for a part-time
warm weather home. The Costellos looked at Sea Pines
and Palmetto Dunes before selecting Shipyard because it’s
“less congested and is a smaller, more intimate plantation.”
Tom says they also liked the “beautiful, well maintained
landscape and the short walk to the beach.”
Looking back on their decision made 18 years ago, the
Greens owner cites additional reasons why Shipyard is the
right choice.

Town Wants
Your Input
BY DAVE HUMPHREY

beautiful environment, great location and varied activities.”
In 1996, Helen was part of a milestone in Shipyard history
when she and four other women became the “Founding
Mothers of the Shipyard Women's Club.” The organization
has grown to more than 140 members becoming an
important part of life on Shipyard.
This article is the fourth in a series asking Shipyard residents
why they decided to make Shipyard their home. The writer is
Dave Humphrey who lives in Residential South.

One of our neighbors is encouraging homeowners to get involved in a
community project called “visioning.” Longtime Shipyard resident Gail Quick is
talking about the Town initiative called “Hilton Head Island - Our Future.” The
goal of this initiative is to develop a comprehensive, long-range plan to protect
and enhance our quality of life.
“The visioning project is so important because it's about the future of Hilton
Head Island which is at a crisis point in its development as a community,” said
Gail, a former chair of the Hilton Head Planning Commission. “Shipyard property
owners are stakeholders in these future decisions. Neighbors should get involved
and stay alert as to what's being proposed -- especially how redevelopment
could impact Shipyard.”

Mayor David Bennett presents Gail Quick with the
"Honored Islander Award," recognizing her years of work
helping make Hilton Head a better place to live and work.

According to Town Council member John McCann one question that should be
answered is: “Do we want to remain a residential community with tourism, or do
we want to become a resort community?” The Town's timetable targets early
2018 as the completion date for the visioning initiative.
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SHIPYARD POA
10 SHIPYARD DR
HHI, SC 29928

HAVE FEEDBACK
YOU’D LIKE TO SHARE?
We’d like to hear it!
For story ideas,
comments, and
suggestions, please

843-785-3310 ext. 223
msimmons@shipyardhhi.com

SAVE THE DATE!
Mark your calendars
for Casino Night!
February 24
6-10 pm
Beach Club

QUICK TIP FOR
HOLIDAY PASSES:
For last minute holiday guest
arrivals, the fastest and easiest way to
provide them with a pass is to
call the gate directly:

Parkway Gate: 843-785- 4776
Pope Gate: 843-785- 3776
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