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SHIPYARD PLANTATION
10 Shipyard Drive
Hilton Head, SC 29928

The national Large Scale Managers
Convention for 2014 was held on Hilton
Head Island and over 125 managers from
the US and abroad met to see innovative
ways that management is handled by
the local communities. It was poignant
to have it on Hilton Head, because one
of the fathers of the planned covenant
communities was Charles Frazier who
founded Sea Pines. Shipyard was one
of the communities featured, and the
Sonesta was the host hotel for the guests.
They were impressed with our ingenuity
in our American flag cell tower, the
effectiveness of the beach lockers, our
earth friendly solar trash compactor and
our beautifully maintained grounds.
From all accounts, the hotel provided an
excellent experience and Shipyard and
the Sonesta received high marks for their
efforts.
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Manager’s Report
from the desk of Sally Warren
As 2014 draws to a close, Shipyard
prepares for 2015 with approval by
the Board of a 2.7% budget increase
for the coming year. This $20.00
increase is primarily for a $12,000
annual addition to our reserve fund,
which resulted from an updated
reserve study, a minor increase in
wages for the staff and increases in
both property and medical insurance.
The Association has again been able
to keep the receivable to less than
1% in 2014 and will bring in a yearend report very close to budgeted
projections. We continue to have the
lowest fee of any similar community
and constantly strive to give you
excellent services for your annual fee.

about 5% behind last year, but
2013 was an above average year
for our Enhancement Income. We
average about $100,000 per year
in Enhancement Income and these
proceeds fund the debt service on the
renovated Welcome Center as well as
new marketing and improvement
projects on property. If you are
flying US Air in December, be sure
to check out the in-flight magazine
where Hilton Head and Shipyard
will both be featured.

grand success and they were equally
impressed with the Sonesta as the
host hotel and the inherent beauty
and amenities of Shipyard Plantation.

Thanksgiving and the holiday season
will be around the corner, and we want
to thank you for your consideration
of our Employee Fund this season.
Running Shipyard is more complex
than many communities as a result
of the resort/residential dynamics.
We have many dedicated employees
who work every day to keep you safe
As previously reported, we had and keep your property beautiful.
a successful national Large Scale
Managers Convention in September God Bless and have a wonderful
where 125 managers of large scale holiday season.
communities met to see how it is
Sales in Shipyard have been running done on Hilton Head. It was a

Fall Fun!
Owners and guests joined on Sunday, September 28th to say
goodbye to hurricane season. This event replaced the Fall Fest,
as we decided to switch it up and try out a New Orleans theme.
Attendees enjoyed creole style fare and entertainment by resident
Mark Husbands (the Single Husbands Band). There was plenty
of dancing, fellowship, and laughter all around. By all accounts,
everyone had a great time and the weather was perfect as owners
were able to enjoy the deck throughout the event.
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SECURITY CORNER
BUCKLE UP FOR SAFETY:
IT’S THE LAW

SC CHILD PASSENGER
RESTRAINT LAW

South Carolina’s seat belt law requires that every driver
or occupant in a motor vehicle, (including public
streets, highways or within Shipyard Plantation),
must wear a fastened seat belt that complies with all
provisions of federal law. The driver is charged with
the responsibility of requiring every occupant 17 years
of age or younger to wear a seat belt or be secured in
a child restraint system as required by law. However,
a driver is not responsible for an occupant 17 years
of age or younger who has a driver’s license, special
restricted license, or beginner’s permit and who is not
wearing a seat belt.

South Carolina’s child passenger restraint law requires
that children from birth to 1 year old, or who weigh
less than 20 pounds, must be secured in a rear-facing
child safety seat. Children 1 through 5 years old
weighing 20 to 40 pounds must be restrained in a
forward-facing child seat. Children 1 through 5 years
weighing 40 to 80 pounds must be secured in a beltpositioning booster seat. Children under the age of 6
are not required to be in a booster seats if they weigh
more than 80 pounds or if they can sit with their legs
against the car’s seat and bend their legs over the seat
edge without slouching. Children under the age of
6 may not sit in the front passenger seat. However,
This law does not apply to: a driver or occupant who this restriction does not apply if the vehicle has no
possesses a written verification from a physician that rear passenger seats or if children less than 6 years old
he is unable to wear a seat belt for physical or medical occupy all other rear passenger seats.
reasons; medical or rescue personnel attending to
injured or sick individuals in an emergency vehicle This law does not apply to taxis, church, school and
when operating in an emergency situation as well as day care buses, or commercial vehicles.
the injured or sick individuals; school, church, or day
care busses; public transportation vehicles except taxis; The security department is committed to the safety of
occupants of vehicles in parades; United States mail our residents and your motoring guests. Buckling up
carriers; an occupant for which no seat belt is available isn’t a choice. It’s the law, and it saves lives.
because all belts are being used by other occupants;
or a driver or occupants in a vehicle not originally Please drive safely!
equipped with safety belts.
Brian Pettersen
Director of Safety and Security

Locker Notices Have Been Sent Out!
If you currently rent a locker, you should have received your annual invoice by now. If you have not received yours,
please call the Welcome Center at (843) 785-3310, ext. 221 and speak with Stacey or email shipyardpasses@
aol.com. We will get another copy out to you promptly. Please take a moment to familiarize yourself with the
rules and regulations regarding locker rentals, and remember to keep your locker secured at all times. If you
are on the waiting list, we are in the midst of processing cancellations and property transfers for 2015. Please
be patient with us while we update our records, and prepare to adjust the waiting list accordingly. The waiting
list will be changing almost daily while we complete this process, but we will send out notices regarding your
status on the list upon completion. Thanks for your patience.
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Safe Holiday Decorating

It’s Decal Renewal Time!

As you decorate your home this holiday season with trees,
candles, and lights, be sure to take some safety precautions.
When using a live tree, check to make sure the needles are
fresh and green. If the needles fall off easily, that means
the tree is drying out and a dry tree is a fire hazard. Water
your tree daily.

As you may already know, decal/beach hangtag renewals for
2015 will begin on Thursday, December 4th. As in the past,
we encourage you to come in and apply for your decals as
early as possible so that you can beat the rush. 2014 decals
will expire on December 31, 2014. However, there will be
a grace period until Monday, January 12, 2015. PLEASE
NOTE THAT THESE NEW DECALS AND HANGTAGS
WILL BE VALID FOR 3 YEARS. In accordance with the
SPOA Access Policy, we cannot renew or issue new decals via
mail. You must renew them in person at the Welcome Center.
Please be reminded of the following guidelines as you prepare
to renew your decals:

Make sure all candles are in non-tip candle holders. Trim
wicks before use. Long wicks can cause uneven burning,
dripping or flaring. Don’t burn a candle all the way down
~ stop using it when about 2 inches of wax remain. Keep
candles away from curtains, windows, or exits. Candles
on a low coffee table can be a danger for small children or
pets. Never leave candles unattended.
Be sure all indoor and outdoor holiday lights have a
label from an independent testing lab. Don’t keep any
lights with frayed or cracked cords or damaged sockets.
As a general rule never connect more than 3 strands of
lights together but it’s best to check the manufacturer’s
recommendation. Don’t overload your outlets or run
extension cords under carpets.
Are your lights approved for outdoor use? Indoor lights
can catch fire if used outside. Do not over load your lights
by connecting more than is recommended. Not only will
you short out circuits but you could also cause a fire.
When putting up lights outside, try to pick a day when
the weather is good. Wind can increase the chance of
you losing your balance and in the case of rain, no one
wants to be working with electricity! Keep in mind that
decorative lights are made for temporary use ~ take them
down within 90 days to prevent them being damaged by
the weather.
This season Hilton Head Island Fire Rescue will place an
8 foot wreath, which is illuminated with green bulbs, at
Fire Station #3 on Hwy 278 next to First Presbyterian
Church. If a fire occurs during the Holiday Season, one
of the green bulbs will change to white. This will include
preventable fires such as cooking, smoking, space heaters,
candles, etc. The goal is to keep the wreath green. The
wreath will remain lit Thanksgiving through January 1,
2015. You can also check the status of our wreath and
view fire safe holiday tips at www.hiltonheadislandsc.gov
and click on “keep the wreath green”.

•

All decal applications must be accompanied by a
vehicle registration for each vehicle.

•

Beaufort County residents are entitled to up to (4)
owner decals (registered to the owner of record’s
Shipyard address).

•

Owners outside of Beaufort County are entitled to (2)
owner decals (registered to the owner of record).

•

All decals over the first two are $10.00 each. All courtesy
decals are $10.00 each.

•

Courtesy decal recipients must appear in person, show
their photo-ID and vehicle registration to pick-up
a decal. The application must be completed, signed,
and forwarded to the Welcome Center by the Shipyard
property owner.

•

All exceptions to these rules must be presented to the
Security Committee for review.

For your convenience, decal application forms will be available
for pick-up at the Welcome Center, both gatehouses, and the
dispatch lane effective November 26, 2014. We encourage
you to pick your forms up and complete them early so you can
receive faster service when you present them at the Welcome
Center. Also please note that if you are planning to attend
the Mingle & Jingle, you may renew your decals a day early
as we will have an express renewal table at the entrance to
the event. *THIS OPTION ONLY APPLIES TO OWNERS
WHO WILL BE RENEWING DECALS FOR VEHICLES
PREVIOUSLY REGISTERED. IF YOU HAVE A NEW
VEHICLE, YOU MUST APPLY AT THE WELCOME
CENTER BEGINNING ON DECEMBER 4TH.
Thank you, and please contact us with any questions.
The Welcome Center Staff
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Beach Club Events
December
5th, 13th*, 18th
8th, 22nd
9th
10th, 14th, 31st*
15th, 29th

Coffee Morning
Men’s Club
Women’s Club
Nibble & Nip
Owner’s Only
January

5th, 19th
8th, 24th
12th, 26th
13th, 27th
14th, 28th

Owner’s Only
Coffee Morning
Men’s Club
Women’s Club
Nibble & Nip
February

2nd, 16th
8th, 19th
9th, 23rd
10th, 24th
11th, 24th

Owner’s Only
Coffee Morning
Men’s Club
Women’s Club
Nibble & Nip

Save the date!
January 25th, 2015
Shipyard Bake-Off
This event will
replace Shipyard’s Chili
Chowder Cook-off.
More details coming soon!

The Audubon Christmas Bird
Count will be held
Monday, December 15th
in Shipyard Plantation
Anyone interested in going
out on the count or counting
birds at their birdfeeder can
call Sheila Johnson at
(843) 295-5562 for more
Information.

*Special Coffee Morning from 8-11 a.m.
*It’s Midnight Somewhere celebration.

d
n
A
Join us for Shipyard’s annual holiday celebration.
With a menu prepared by Sonesta, and live music by The
Headliners, enjoy an evening of dining and dancing!
Advanced ticket purchase is required for this
event. Cost is $25 per person. Visit the POA office
to get yours today! Contact Rebecca at (843) 7853310 ext. 222 for more information.

Wednesday, December 3rd
At the Sonesta
6 p.m to 9 p.m
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The Shorebirds of Hilton Head Island

It was barely 8 a.m. when we hit the beach near Fish Haul Creek
on a cold January morning. The wind was howling out of the
north at 25 mph, making our eyes tear and faces sting. The dry
surface sand of the beach was moving swiftly past our feet like
a white river that we were wading through; if you watched the
ground as you walked, you were overtaken by a feeling of vertigo.
Better to look ahead, to peer through the fog of blowing sand
and try to locate the reason we were subjecting ourselves to these
very un-tropical conditions. And then we see them, ghostly
shapes gathered around small clumps of plants or hills of sand or
discarded plastic bottles---any shelter to cut the force of the wind--shorebirds! Shorebirds by the hundreds, where just a few minutes
ago, we would have sworn there was nothing but blowing sand!!
Hilton Head Island’s beaches serve as home, migration stopover or
wintering grounds to numerous species of shorebirds, including
Semipalmated Plover, Black-bellied Plover, Dunlin, Red Knot,
Sanderling, Ruddy Turnstone, Marbled Godwit, Black Skimmer,
Willet and Piping Plover. During low tide, when invertebraterich areas of sand and mud are exposed, many of these species
can be seen actively feeding (foraging) in these areas. During high
tide when these feeding areas are covered by water, these same
birds rest (roost), in groups numbering from a few individuals
to many hundreds, on the beach. They may rest below the high
tide line or above it; in strong winds, many can be seen hunkered
down on the leeward side of emerging dunes, beach plants or
piles of marsh grasses. Although they may not look like they are
doing anything when they rest, they are actually doing something
critical to their survival: conserving energy. In general, the smaller
an animal is, the faster it burns energy and the more it needs to
eat. Just like humans, birds are warm-blooded, which means that
they maintain a constant internal body temperature regardless of
the temperature in the environment. Although this allows birds
to live in areas of the world that have extreme temperatures, it
also requires lots of energy. The bottom line for shorebirds is that
unless they take in more energy than they use for temperature
regulation and other activities and use that energy to build fat
stores, they may not survive the rigors of migration or breeding.
One of our many interesting winter shorebirds is the sparrowsized Piping Plover. Our beach is host to 15-22 Pipers, most of
which are here on the island from November to April. Some of
these birds have been banded with leg bands so that individuals
can be recognized. The shape, color, material and combination of
the leg bands gives scientists information on such things as what
population the bird belongs to, age and where each banded bird
spends the winter.
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The winter feather colors of the Piping Plover blend in with beach
sand very well, making it hard to see the birds from a distance
(see photo at left). They tend to rely on this coloration and lack
of movement to avoid attracting predators. This behavior can also
work against them on beaches heavily used by humans, however,
as it increases their chances of being stepped on or taken by a
domestic animal. Piping Plover numbers are already very low, and
all three populations are considered threatened or endangered.
So, the next time you are on the beach, please remember our
shorebirds and the amazing lives they live. You can be a positive
influence on their survival by sharing the beach with them:
• Walk or bike around groups of shorebirds
• Keep your dog from chasing birds
• Avoid posted resting areas
• Learn to recognize birds and their habitat
• Dispose of your trash properly
• Teach others to respect our shorebirds
Want to learn more? Visit the Cornell Lab of Ornithology
(allaboutbirds.org), or pick up one of the many great field guides
available on the Eastern birds of North America.

Who Knew???
 The Piping Plovers that visit Hilton Head Island are
here only in the winter, to escape the harsh winters of
the areas where they breed and to store up fat for the
spring migration and breeding season. In the 20132014 season, we had birds from North Dakota, Maine
and the Great Lakes visiting us!
 The Great Lakes population of Piping Plovers is
designated as endangered; the Northern Great Plains
and Atlantic Coast populations are threatened.
 The Red Knot, which is not brownish red but grey
during the winter, migrates to HHI from the Arctic,
with some birds going as far as Tierra del Fuego at
the southern tip of South America, a journey of 9300
miles!
 Red Knots rely on the abundance of horseshoe crab
eggs as a major source of energy for migration and
breeding. As horseshoe crab populations have declined,
so have Red Knot populations.
 The champion of bird migrants is the Arctic Tern,
who migrates from its Arctic breeding grounds to its
wintering grounds off of Antarctica every year, a trip of
about 25,000 miles!!!
 The more shorebirds are forced to fly by human
disturbance, the less energy they can store for migration
and raising chicks.

Article by Sally Krebs; photographs by Fran Baer

Keeping the Lines of
Communication Open

Pampered
P
alaces
Cleaning Service

Over the past few months, staff has made extra efforts to
improve communication within the community. The feedback
we have received has been positive, and we look forward to
continuing improvements in this area. To ensure that every
property owner has access to all available information, it is now
easier than ever to connect to our community.
I strongly encourage all residents to register as users on the
Shipyard website. To do this: visit www.shipyardhhi.com, click
REGISTER in the top left margin, complete and submit the
form. You will receive an email when your username has been
approved. If your form is submitted outside of business hours,
it may not be approved until the next business day. After your
registration is approved, EXPLORE! You can now access the
members’ only section, which includes announcements, an
event calendar, and beach club information. In the meantime,
please make note of the following:
• If you do not currently receive our e-blasts announcements,
you may sign up to receive those on our website or
complete a communication form. Communication forms
are available at the POA Office, owner events, and they
were included in the recently distributed holiday letter.
• Once you have elected to receive e-blasts, please add
rrasnake@shipyardhhi.com and info@shipyardhhi.com
to your email contacts to prevent Shipyard messages
from being sent to your spam/junk folder. This will also
help re-direct other lost SPOA electronic mail, i.e. the
e-newsletter
• As we move toward the end of 2014, keep in mind that
decal renewals will begin on December 4th. There is an
article in this issue detailing some of the recent changes
we have made regarding decal renewal. You may discard
your ORANGE beach hangtag, as we will be issuing
new ones for a 2-year term when you renew your decals.
• Also, we are currently billing for the beach lockers. If you
have not received your beach locker invoice by November
30th, please contact the Welcome Center.
• The annual Mingle and Jingle will be held on December
3rd at the Sonesta Resort and tickets must be purchased
in advance. Stop by the POA Office and get yours today!
(More details inside).
• There is a special OWNERS’ WEEKEND scheduled
for December 13-14th! On December 13th, there will
a special Holiday Coffee Morning from 8-11am. On
December 14th, we will host a special Holiday Nibble &
Nip from 5:30-8:30 pm. So please come out and enjoy
a weekend filled with fellowship, food and fun with your
neighbors and friends.

A customized approach to cleaning your castle

(912) 373-4372
Residential, Villas,
Short & Long Term Rentals,
Move-In/Out Services Available

Try our “off-island” prices.
You’ll be pleasantly surprised.
Bonded & Insured

PamperedPalaces@gmail.com
We Can Help Keep Your
Home or Office Castle Clean!

Serving Hilton Head Island & Savannah

•

As you may have read in the holiday letter, the
Sonesta Resort has some awesome deals and events
to offer Shipyard residents during the holiday
season. If you did not receive one, let us know and
we will email or mail the information to you. You
may also choose to contact the hotel directly, and
they can tell you about all of the exciting things
going on there. They want to be great neighbors,
so please enjoy what they have to offer.

These types of notices (and more) are sent out via e-blast
on a regular basis. So, it’s a great idea to sign-up so you
can always know what’s going on in your community.
We really want to hear from you, so please share any ideas
or feedback. We will do everything we can to maintain
our momentum with improving communication efforts.
Thank you, and enjoy the holiday season!
Meredith Simmons
Director of Operations
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$1,863,200 $465,800

$4,276,500 $475,167

4
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$5,074,600 $461,327

133

61

166

10/29/2013

10/29/2014
42 $11,135,500 $265,131

52 $13,409,400 $257,873

52 $13,657,500 $262,644

63 $16,205,900 $257,237

245

179

224

155

Total
Average
Total Dol- Average
Villas
Days On
lars Sold Sold Price
Sold
Market

10/29/2013

10/29/2014

2013

2012

Year

Lots

2

0

2

5

Total
Lots
Sold
Average
Sold Price

$0

10/29/2014

2013

2012

Year

$350,000 $175,000 10/29/2013

$0

$350,000 $175,000

$710,500 $142,100

Total
Dollars
Sold

Totals

53

56

65

83

$15,762,000

$15,272,600

$19,082,100

$23,879,400

Homes
Villas,Lots Total Dollars
$ Sold
Total #
Sold

www.realestatefromhiltonhead.com
*** I’m not just a Realtor ***
*** Shipyard Owner/Resident ***

karl@charteronerealty.com

Karl Sneed Cell 843-422-3744 Oﬃce: 843-686-8800 Toll Free: 800-345-2392

in property management and sales..

Whether buying or selling, Karl can assist you in a

(Villa average sale) 1 bedroom @ $182,500, 2 bedroom @ $248,879, and 3 bedroom @ $301,321

Shipyard Real Estate sales have been good overall: The average home sale for 2014 is $465,800. The average villa sale $257,873.

10/29
2014
10/29
2013

11

2013

2013

2012

149

15

2012

$6,963,000 $464,200

Year

Villas

Total
Average
Total
Average
Year Homes
Days On
Dollars Sold Sold Price
Sold
Market

Homes

By your neighbor & Realtor Karl Sneed

Shipyard Real Estate Quarterly Update

