Shipyard’s Community Connection

SPRING 2018

GM’s Desk
SALLY WARREN

Need to contact us?
Shipyard Security
(24 hours a day)

Spring is always an incredibly busy time of year with the
annual meeting, the spring breakers, Easter, the golf
tournament and summer just around the corner. If you were
unable to go to the annual meeting there are summaries of the
information in this Anchor, and the minutes plus the State of
Shipyard address on shipyardhhi.com. We have also started
an interim information communique from the management
staff to keep you in the know about projects, maintenance and
social events happening in Shipyard, so check out "News You
Can Use" if you have not seen it.
One very important aspect of the annual meeting, however,
was the Community Spirit Decade Award which was given to
Brian Pettersen, Director of Safety and Security, who is
planning on retiring at the end of May. Chief came to us 17
years ago after retiring from both Coca-Cola and United
Technologies Corporation. He was also a state trooper in
Connecticut for many years. It was our good fortune to have
him for these years, and we will miss his cheerful countenance,
his thick New England accent and the kindness he showed
owners and guests who had security issues.

Smooth transitions are always important in the core
management, and we are happy to report that Lawrence
Alexander has been unanimously endorsed by the Security
Committee and the Board of Directors to fill Brian's shoes.
Sgt. Alexander, soon to be Chief Alexander, has been with the
Shipyard team since 2012 and been the second in command
since that time. After retiring from the Marine Corps after 26
years of service, he found that he was not ready to "retire," and
it was again our good fortune to have him choose Shipyard as
his new adventure. He has been through extensive training and
has two hurricane evacuations under his belt so we believe he
has the tools he needs to successfully follow Brian.
Please remember to thank Brian when you see him, and he will
not be far away as he will be living in Sailmaster and enjoying
life in Shipyard. We also want to wish the best of luck to
Lawrence in his new position.

Parkway Gate/Patrol

(843) 785- 4776
Pope Gate

(843) 785- 3776
Shipyard POA
Welcome Center
10 Shipyard Dr.
HHI, SC 29928
(843)785-3310
7:45am-4:15pm M-F
8am-noon on weekends
Did you know that there are
new telephone extensions
in the Welcome Center?
Please dial (843) 785-3310 and
extension:










1000-Pass Desk
1001-Communications/New
Owner Info
1003-Patrol desk
(during regular office hours)
1004-Security Supervisor
1005-ARB Office
1006-Lawrence Alexander,
Future Chief of Security
1007-Meredith Simmons,
Director of Operations
1008-Sally Warren,
General Manager

There is always a supervisor on duty,
so please feel free to call the Parkway
Gate after office hours for a referral if
needed. Thanks so much!

____________________________

____________________________

2018 Annual Meeting
__________

HIGHLIGHTS

__________

SHIPYARD IN SOUND SHAPE
DAVE HUMPHREY, CONTRIBUTING WRITER

EMPLOYEE
SPOTLIGHT
MEREDITH SIMMONS,
DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS

"I've never been to a POA Annual Meeting where they had to bring in extra
chairs," former Shipyard resident Bill Miles told owners gathered for
Shipyard's Annual Meeting in mid-March. Indeed, more chairs were needed
as record-setting 300 owners filled the Sonesta ballroom.

Miles, the president and CEO of the Hilton Head-Bluffton Chamber of
Commerce, who lived in Evian and The Greens in the past, talked about
tourism and its economic impact. Speaking to the overflow audience, he
noted that 2.7 million people visited Hilton Head last year. He predicted
visitor numbers would likely increase this year because of the 50th
anniversary of the RBC Heritage golf tournament. Miles said the tourism
economic impact is $1.4 billion annually.

SPOA President Kevin McMahon (left) presenting to a record setting crowd of homeowners at the
SPOA Annual Meeting on March 14th.

MORE CHAIRS, PLEASE
The "bottom line," according to Shipyard Property Owners’ Association
President Kevin McMahon is that Shipyard is "well-managed, wellmaintained, and well-funded for future enhancement projects and
catastrophic events.” Opening the Annual Meeting, Kevin noted that
Shipyard had significant accomplishments in 2017, including upgraded
landscaping, major road resurfacing and substantial bike path widening
projects.
Our POA President also told owners that Shipyard continues to have the
lowest landowners fee ($935) when compared to Hilton Head Plantation,
Palmetto Dunes and Sea Pines, which also had special storm assessments
over the last two years. "Due to Shipyard's strategic planning," he said "we
weathered through two major storms -- Matthew and Irma -- with excellent
clean-up and no special assessments."

Other notable news from the Annual Meeting:
 Our oceanfront Beach Club was used by owners for 120 days last year by
the Men’s and Women’s Clubs, for Owner Days, Nibble and Nips, and
other POA events.
 Shipyard’s communications efforts have gained momentum with 68
percent of owners now receiving emails providing details on storm
conditions, maintenance projects and Beach Club social events.
 In 2017, the POA added more than $41,000 to the Catastrophic Reserve
Fund which now totals almost $474,000.

Kyle Tavino, originally from
Enfield, CT, joined the security
team four years ago. Starting out as
a gate officer, he quickly rose
through the ranks to patrol officer
and shift supervisor. Kyle moved
to Hilton Head in 2014, where his
father and brother also reside. In
his spare time, he enjoys golfing
and boating with his father. He
grew up playing soccer and
baseball, and now enjoys watching
professional sports as much as
possible. Oddly enough, Kyle grew
up in a New England Patriots’
household but is now one of the
biggest New York Giants fans you’ll
ever meet. Go figure! In any case,
Kyle is a great contributor to the
wonderful camaraderie that the
staff shares because of his ability to
set examples and get along with
others. So it should be no surprise
that management seeks to keep Kyle
around as long as possible. He will
soon be promoted to Operations
Officer when Sgt. Alexander vacates
the position upon Chief Pettersen’s
retirement. So if you should see
him around, please help us
congratulate him. We are confident
that he will continue to do a great
job, and feel certain that he’ll be
glad to stick around since he
reportedly hates the snow back
home. Kudos Kyle, and thanks for
all you do to make Shipyard better!

SOCIAL SCENE
MEREDITH SIMMONS, DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS

BEACH CLUB

Events

Be sure to check out the
community events
happening near you this
spring/summer!

JUNE
4: Owners Only (3pm-9pm)

7: Nibble & Nip (6- 9pm)
Men’s Club members enjoying wine tasting at the Beach Club

Club Happenings…

Check out the Latest from the Men’s and Women’s Clubs
The Men’s and Women’s Clubs have
been very busy over the past few
months. In addition to their
regularly scheduled meetings, the
Men’s Club hosted a St. Patrick’s Day
dinner on March 12th and a wine
tasting event on March 26th at the
Beach Club. The Women’s Club
hosted a special basket weaving class
on March 28th, and had so much fun
that they held a second class in April.
Check to see if you were caught
in action.
The Women’s Club also worked
together to enhance the community
this spring by having a library box
installed near the traffic circle. You
may have seen it or read about it in
an issue of News You Can Use last
month. In any case, it really looks
awesome and it was strategically
placed in a great location for reading
while enjoying a scenic view. Kudos
to them!

11: Men’s Club (6:30-9pm)
18: Owners Only (3-9pm)
25: Men’s Club (6:30-9pm)

JULY
2: Owners Only (3-9pm)
5: Nibble & Nip (6-9pm)
9: Men’s Club (6:30-9pm)
16: Owners Only (3-9pm)
23: Men’s Club (6:30-9pm)
AUGUST
2: Nibble & Nip (6-9pm)
6: Owners Only (3-9pm)
13: Men’s Club (6:30-9pm)
20: Owners Only (3-9pm)
27: Men’s Club (6:30-9pm)

Women’s Club members weaving baskets for fun
(above); Men’s Club members and wives/guests celebrating in true Irish spirit (below)

Owner Updates

Important Reminders from the Welcome Center

MEREDITH SIMMONS, DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS

BEACH HANGTAG
SEASON

FOR YOUR
RENTERS

As traffic begins to pick-up at the
beach, please be reminded that
Owner Beach Hangtag season is
upon us. Hangtags will be required
to access the beach parking area
from May 26th through September
3rd. So if you have not already done
so, please take a moment to apply
for your hangtag at the Welcome
Center at your convenience. The
beach cart service will also begin on
May 26th, and will run daily from
8am through 4pm weather
permitting.

If you rent your property during the
spring and summer months, please
remember that the Short-Term
Rental Access program will also
begin on May 26th. There’s still
time to sign-up if necessary, and
please feel free to contact the Pass
Desk to make arrangements for your
guests to park in the beach area.
Please also remind all guests to only
park in designated parking areas;
whether in regimes, residential or
common areas. You can also help us
by encouraging all of your guests to
bring as few vehicles as possible.
Parking on landscaping or in
restricted areas is strictly
prohibited.

LOCKER HOURS
Finally, the locker area will be
locked at sunset during the
spring and summer months.
If you have a locker, please
remember to store all personal
items and secure your lock to
avoid unauthorized use or lost
items.
Thanks so much for helping us
ensure that everyone has an
awesome beach experience!

FREE Nature Notes

CHARGING
FOR “GREEN”
TRAVELERS
DAVE HUMPHREY,
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Shipyard’s Sonesta Resort
has added two charging
stations for its guests with
electric vehicles. One
universal charging station
and one Tesla specific
station are free of charge
for Sonesta guests.
“When guests visit our
resort, we try our best to
ensure that we can meet
as many of their needs as
possible,” said Sonesta
General Manager Jay
Wiendl. “These charging
stations will welcome
‘green’ travelers and
electric vehicle owners
from all over.”
According to PlugShare,
the popular charging
station finder, Hilton Head
has a dozen electric
charging stations across
the island. Electric vehicle
drivers will find 182
stations in South Carolina.

JOANNE VOULELIS, LOWCOUNTRY MASTER NATURALIST,
COASTAL DISCOVERY MUSEUM

The last edition of “Nature Notes” focused on some of the
evolutionary and physical characteristics of the Bottlenose
Dolphin, in addition to demonstrating how their versatile
senses serve them adaptively. Part 2 explores how they breathe, sleep, think
and play.
How long can you hold your breath? One minute? Maybe two? Dolphins can hold
their breath for up to 15 minutes, even though their lungs make up only 3% of their
internal body cavity (by contrast, humans make up 7%). Dolphins have twice as
much hemoglobin as we do (60% vs 30%), which allows them to store more oxygen
than humans. They are also more efficient at conserving oxygen by consciously
slowing down their heart rate to as little as 10-12 beats a minute. Dolphins are
“voluntary breathers” so they must think about every breath they take. Obviously,
they are excellent multi-taskers, since they can perform several conscious functions
simultaneously. Just imagine if you had to think about each breath while carrying
on a conversation or engaging in work or play activities.
Given this, how can dolphins sleep and breathe at the same time if they must
remain conscious? The answer lies in their brain. Dolphins only use half of their
brain to sleep, while the other half remains awake. If they close the left eye to sleep,
the right half of their brain stays awake. This phenomenon is called
“unihemispheric sleep.” They will alternate which side is sleeping so they can
maintain sufficient rest. Amazing! Think of how much we all could accomplish if
we functioned like a dolphin.
Not surprisingly, dolphins are also highly intelligent. Research suggests bottlenose
dolphins are self-aware and able to engage in abstract thinking. “Strand feeding” is
actually a strategy dolphins use that highlight their problem solving skills. This
occurs when dolphins swim in circles near marsh banks to cause fish to form a
tight school, then turn on the school and swim up onto the bank. This creates a
bow wave that sends all the fish onto the bank so the semi-beached dolphins can
gobble them up. Pretty clever! Another example of their intelligence can be seen in
their communication. Researchers have now recorded two dolphins having a
“conversation” with each other. They have learned that dolphins alter the volume
and frequency of pulsed clicks to form individual “words” which they string
together to form sentences. They also found that each dolphin would listen to a
sentence of pulses without interruption before replying. A type of sign language
has also been observed, wherein dolphins communicate with their flippers.
Dolphins live in complex social societies. They typically swim in groups or pods of
3-15. They are social, curious and playful with each other and with other ocean
creatures. A scientist in Japan observed a dolphin using an octopus as a ball until
the octopus ended the game by suckering himself to the face of the dolphin. They
will make bubble rings in the water and play “tag” with seaweed. With each other,
they just love “to love.” This is just one more way they are similar to the human
species.
The next time you walk along the beach and see dolphins gracefully swimming by,
think of how extraordinary these marine animals are and how they deserve our
protection. Keeping our oceans clean and free of pollutants, both plastic and
chemical, will go a long way toward helping our dolphins thrive.

SHIPYARD THINK TANK
LOOKS FORWARD

SECURITY UPDATE

The Importance of Being Prepared

DAVE HUMPHREY, CONTRIBUTING WRITER

LAWRENCE ALEXANDER,
FUTURE CHIEF OF SECURITY

Shipyard Executive Board member Karl Sneed makes a point
during "Think Tank" discussion.

One of the things we have learned over the last
two hurricane seasons is that it is everyone’s
responsibility to be as prepared as possible. That
means taking proactive measures, such as having a
predetermined plan and a fully stocked disaster
supply kit. It also means that if Beaufort County
asks us to evacuate, we need to do it. Do not wait.

On a beautiful 80-degree February afternoon, members of the
Shipyard POA Executive Committee, invited guests and POA staff
held a long-range "Think Tank" to discuss various Shipyard issues.
Held every two to three years, Shipyard’s forward-thinking
discussions have resulted in many important initiatives, including
completely rebuilding the Beach Club and the Welcome Center
renovation. Among the topics recently discussed were our
lagoons, beach walkway dynamics, Beach Club usage, road paving
and bike path widening.
Shipyard's 50 acres of lagoons and ponds received considerable
attention at the meeting. Maintenance and management will
eventually include something called "bathometry," which maps
the depth of the ponds/lagoons for possible future dredging of
sediment. POA staff indicated a dedicated reserve fund will likely
be required to fund the initiative.
The two-hour meeting also included a discussion on personnel
retention and the challenge of keeping wages competitive. It was
revealed that Shipyard patrol officers and gate officers hourly
wages are comparable or better than other Hilton Head area
security organizations. General Manager Sally Warren, who led
the discussion, noted that Security’s competitive wage and
benefits are critical to staff retention.
Since 2005, when the Beach Club was built, owner events and
meetings have increased to almost 120 days annually. Now, 13
years later, there are maintenance needs including roof and wood
rot repairs and painting-something not surprising for an
oceanfront structure.
The "Think Tank" concluded with a discussion of the Hilton Head
“visioning” plan including agreement that the Island needs a public
transportation element to meet the needs of both residents and
service workers, as well as affordable housing options that would
entice workers to live closer to their jobs.

That is the message I am going to continue to
deliver each and every hurricane season. We
cannot judge the severity of an upcoming hurricane
based on the fact that Hurricane Matthew was not
as powerful as predicted in 2016, and Tropical
Storm Irma changed course at the last second in
2017. Because of this, I urge each of you to follow
the directives of our local officials this upcoming
hurricane season. And if Beaufort County
determines that it is time to evacuate, we need to
begin as quickly as possible.
The latest and greatest technology has allowed us
the ability to forecast and to make more accurate
judgement calls than ever before. However, what
happens when a dangerous storm turns towards us
in the final hour? Our lowcountry area is not a
booming metropolis of a major city; but with only
one way on and off the island, we need to be
mindful that evacuations take considerable time.
During TS Irma, there were a tremendous number
of homeowners who chose not to evacuate, who
did not have hurricane supply kits, or did not have
an evacuation plan. As a homeowner in the area
myself, I understand the urge to stay back and do
your best to mitigate and prevent property damage
and loss. But moving forward
into the 2018 hurricane
season, please keep in mind
that it is Beaufort County
and your POA’s goal to be as
proactive as possible in
efforts to ensure your safety
during a weather event or
natural disaster.

SHIPYARD POA
10 SHIPYARD DR
HHI, SC 29928
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HAVE FEEDBACK
YOU’D LIKE TO SHARE?
We’d like to hear it!
For story ideas,
comments, and
suggestions, please
contact us at:
(843) 785-3310 ext. 1007
msimmons@shipyardhhi.com

QUICK TIP FOR
LAST MINUTE PASSES:

SAVE THE DATE!
Mark your calendars
for a special
Memorial Day Nibble & Nip
on Saturday, May 26th
from 5-8pm at the Beach Club.
More details will be forwarded
via e-Blast and postcard soon!

For fast approaching guest
arrivals, the quickest and easiest way
to provide them with a pass is to
call the gate directly:
Parkway Gate
(843) 785- 4776
Pope Gate
(843) 785- 3776

Karl Sneed Ad

Shipyard Real Estate Quarterly Update By your Neighbor Karl Sneed

Shipyard Plantation property sales are off to a great
start for 2018. If you’re buying or selling the timing is
perfect. One of the largest assets you have is owning
a piece of real estate, and you want someone you can
trust to represent you. Helping buyers and sellers come
together is my business. Call a professional who cares
and has the knowledge, (bylaws, regulations and
benefits) to buy or sell property in our community.
Thank you in advance, Karl Sneed
188 Beachwalk Villas
3 Br. 3.5 Ba. | $415,000

18 Townhouse Tennis III
3 Br. 3 Ba. | $345,000
ND
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Karl Sneed

SHIPYARD PROPERTY STATISTICS
HOMES

Year

Total Sold

Total Dollars Sold

Median Sold Price

4/19/2018

4

$1,797,500

$453,750

Average DOM
85

4/19/2017

4

$1,432,500

$363,750

25

4/19/2018

22

$6,794,000

$290,000

28

4/19/2017

23

$6,660,400

$290,000

255

VILLAS

Karl - #1 Agent in Shipyard with over
5 Million Listed and Sold for 2017!
Your Listing Here!

Buyers Wanted!

With current run on
sales, lower than
expected inventory, now
is the time to list your
property with Karl!

If you are buying or
know someone buying.
Karl’s knowledge will
find you what you’re
looking for with a
smooth complete
transaction. Call me.

Cell: 843-422-3744
Office: 843-686-8800
Toll Free: 800-245-2392
karl@charteronerealty.com www.RealEstateFromHiltonHead.com

*** I’m not just a Realtor ***
*** I’m a Shipyard Owner/Resident ***
***& Executive Board Member***

Thinking of buying or selling? Karl can assist you in a smooth transaction. 28 years of experience.

