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FROM THE

GM’s Desk
MEREDITH ELMORE

Greetings. We were so happy to see so
many of you at the Annual Meeting in
March 2022. To that end, below you will find a summary of my
speech from the meeting for those who missed it. Also, a full
copy of the minutes will be on the website in the coming weeks.
•

•

•

•

The 1st quarter of 2021 was spent focusing on completing the
beach walkway project and the bathroom refresh project.
The new walkway officially opened on March 26th thanks to
the hard work of the Board of Directors and the Architectural
Review Board (especially ARB Chairman Joe Strivieri).
We also witnessed the Heritage return to Hilton Head Island
as a limited attendance event in the 2nd quarter. It was nice
to see some semblance of normalcy in the process. We then
began taking a closer look at the unprecedented
enhancement income experienced in the 1st half of the
year. There was also an update on the local airport, with
details about an expansion and new capabilities. Finally, the
beginning of hurricane season rounded out the end of the
quarter. It was noted that the outlook seemed bleak, as an
above average hurricane season was predicted by local,
state and federal agencies.

As the 3rd quarter arrived the Finance Committee and Board
of Directors began planning enhancement projects for the
year, mainly focusing on improving the roads and pathways.
However, other projects such as drainage work and
bulkhead improvements at the beach were also on the
table. The rest of the quarter was spent focusing on storm
readiness and a few fall projects that were delayed during
the busier summer months.
Finally, the 4th quarter brought upon a surreal experience for
our POA staff when Sally Warren announced her retirement
after over 25 years. Many of us worked for Sally for many
years, so it was quite difficult to imagine how our team would
be impacted upon her departure. It was abundantly clear
that her expertise, professional relationships, and personality
would be missed. However, we eventually got through the
transition process in the winter. We brought in new team
members to help ensure a smooth process and hone in on
best practices for keeping Shipyard in “ship shape.”

Read more on the POA website at www.shipyardhhi.com.
In other news… Many of you may have known Allan Stabler,
who was a resident in Beachwalk for many years. He was a past
President of the SPOA Board, an active member of the
Architectural Review Board, and played an instrumental role in
the process of the Beach Club rebuild. He passed away
peacefully in October 2021 and a service was held in
November. He will be sorely missed by his Shipyard family.

HURRICANE SEASON 2022
Hurricane season
typically starts
around June and
ends in November.
If you are a newer
homeowner, or
even an established one with new
contact, emergency, or medical
information, please make sure the
information is up-to-date at the
Welcome Center.
Forms can be found online,
www.shipyardhhi.com or at the
Welcome Center.

Shipyard Welcome Center
Property Owners’ Association
10 Shipyard Drive
Hilton Head Island, SC 29928
Tel: (843) 785 - 3310
Fax: (843) 785 - 5946
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM
www.shipyardhhi.com

POA Staff
General Manager:
Meredith Elmore
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Director of Safety & Security:
Lawrence Alexander
EXT 1007
Administrative Operations Lead:
Katelyn Coward
EXT 1006
ARB Chairman:
Joe Strivieri

EXT 1005

Membership Specialist:
Andrea Martenson

EXT 1002

Communications Coordinator:
Anne Kropiewnicki
EXT 1001
Front Office Lead:
Stacey Wiggins

EXT 1000

Security and Emergencies
Main Gate/Dispatch
Pope Gate
Fire & Ambulance

(843) 785-4776
(843) 785-3776
Dial 911

EMPLOYEE
SPOTLIGHT
COURTESY OF SHIPYARD POA
MANAGEMENT TEAM

Javon Hansford
Originally from
Patterson, New
Jersey, Javon
moved to the
Ridgeland area with
his mother and
brother in 2018 to
pursue new
opportunities. He
joined the Shipyard
Security Team in the
fall of 2020 as a
gate officer, quickly
learned the ropes,
and moved up
into a patrol
position. When
chatting with the
management team
about his
experiences as an
employee of
Shipyard, Javon mentioned that he really enjoys
interacting with owners and guests and being a
productive team member.

Nature Notes

JOANNE VOULELIS
LOWCOUNTRY MASTER NATURALIST
Spring is in the air.
A glorious rebirth of
many living things.
Mating season is
also upon us birds, gators,
turtles, and
SNAKES!!
(copperhead)

In his spare time, Javon enjoys photography and
working out. He is also passionate about mentoring
teenagers via a local non-profit organization. Javon
enjoys watching sports in general, but is a proud
supporter of the New York Giants and the Los
Angeles Lakers. He also used to coach grammar
school basketball, which he found quite rewarding.
Fun fact about Javon: he learned to play the piano
at age twelve and still enjoys it today. However, he
is too shy to play in front of groups.

There are over 50 species of snakes in the
southeast, most of them harmless to humans.
Almost all our low country snakes live primarily on
land, except for the water moccasin
cottonmouth). They prefer wetlands and
swamps and are highly aggressive and
venomous. They will expose the white interior of
their mouth when threatened, thus the name
“cottonmouth.” Four other venomous snakes are
common to the low country: the Canebrake
rattlesnake, Eastern diamondback rattle snake,
Eastern coral snake and the Copperhead (full
time HHI resident and nemesis). Did you know
that rattlesnakes are often found in the sand
dunes on our beaches? Another reason to “keep
off the dunes!” While most snakes are fairly
reclusive, any snake will attack if it feels
threatened. How can you avoid being bitten?
Don’t walk in tall grass or brush, wear protective
clothing and boots while hiking in the woods,
stay alert to your surroundings (snakes can climb
up trees) and be careful removing dead wood
or logs, as snakes can often be found under
them. My neighbor recently discovered a nest of
baby copperheads in her backyard when doing
some landscaping, so always be very vigilant. If
you are bitten, seek immediate medical
treatment.

On behalf of the management team, we appreciate
what Javon brings to the team and we know that we
are stronger and better because of his efforts. We
want to say “thank you” to him for having such an
infectious personality, and for exuding positivity.

Snakes are beautiful and colorful reptiles and are
valuable to the ecosystem. They serve as both
prey (ever see a bird with a snake in its mouth?)
and predator. Snakes control several animal
populations, especially rodents.

So, enjoy all our creatures this spring, but
observe some from a distance.

A NEW LEADER FOR THE
SHIPYARD BOARD OF DIRECTORS
DAVE HUMPHREY, CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Those who know him best say our new
Shipyard Board of Directors President, Dennis
Foley, is a no-nonsense, “get the job done”
leader. Others describe him as a person who
tackles a problem with this approach: “get it
done, do it right, and within budget”…likely
the result of 30 years in the U.S. Navy and a
Merchant Marine.
Dennis Foley has been a Shipyard homeowner
since 1995, and two-years later, he and wife
Pat moved here from Rhode Island. As a
member of the Shipyard Board of Directors, he
has headed the Security Committee and was
the Board's Secretary/Treasurer. Most recently,
Dennis Foley and SPOA Vice President Don
Manak directed the national search
committee for the new Shipyard General
Manager when Sally Warren retired.
When asked his priorities for Shipyard, Foley
said he “wants to minimize turn over in
employee ranks; work to improve the use of
the Beach Club by owners and outside
interests; and work with the Finance
Committee to develop methods to update
and upgrade 15-miles of roads in Shipyard,
over a two - or three-year period.”
Foley attended the New York State Maritime
Academy graduating with the Bachelor of
Science in Meteorology and Marine
Transportation, a US Coast Guard 3rd
Officer’s License, and a Naval Commission.
He initially sailed as a Merchant Marine from

1962 through 1963 and then activated his
Naval Commission on which he continued to
serve until retiring in 1987. Following military
retirement, he worked for a research
organization as Vice President for Naval
Weapon Systems supporting the Naval
Underwater Systems Center in Newport, Rhode
Island.
Mr. Foley succeeds 10-year president Kevin
McMahon who says “Dennis has always
shown an interest in Shipyard's quality of life.
With his Navy background, he is objective
and thorough when looking at all issues.”

ABOUT THE WRITER Dave Humphrey has owned
properties in Shipyard for more than 19 years. He lives
in Residential South and is a 7-year member of the
Shipyard Board of Directors.

SPRING SAFETY TIPS
CINDA SEAMON, FIRE & LIFE SAFETY EDUCATOR
It’s time for some spring cleaning!
While clutter does not start fires, it can
become fuel for one. Dispose of any
household and pool chemicals, paints
and poisons that are leaking or
expired. Common household
chemicals can fuel a fire and can also
be hazardous to your health.
Your medicine cabinet is not meant to
store all of the medicine that you have ever been
prescribed or purchased. Spring cleaning is a good
time to get rid of any expired over-the-counter
medicines.
Nice weather means yardwork! Maintain your yard trim bushes, plants and trees. Removing vegetation
clears fuel for any potential fire. Keep gutters and roofs
clear of leaves and other buildup. Check the kids’ play
area for sharp objects, poisonous plants, and tripping
hazards. Check your barbeque grill for leaks and cracks
and be sure to store any propane tanks at least 10 feet
away from your house and garage. Locate grills a safe
distance (at least 10 feet) from buildings or wooden
decks.

Spring cleaning can improve the safety of your home
and family .

The Safety Corner
LAWRENCE ALEXANDER, CHIEF OF SAFETY & SECURITY
Pedestrians - Much of Shipyard is covered by extensive leisure path systems. As the busy season continues to
evolve, we will be expecting many visitors in the area. The path systems will be used by walkers, joggers, cyclists,
etc. Please remember that electric vehicles (electric bikes, electric scooters, etc.) are not permitted. As you
approach the Beach Club please walk your bikes. The pathway can be fairly narrow and crowded. Please be
mindful of the visitors and people using the paths. Remember to share our roadways and vehicles have the
right of way.

Property Checks - This is a free service Shipyard Security offers all year. Whether you are
traveling or away for the season, you can rest easy knowing we will keep an eye on your
property and you will be notified if anything happens or appears to be out of place. The form is
available at the Welcome Center or online at, www.shipyardhhi.com

Alligators - Please use caution especially during the Summer as this is their mating season. Alligators are not
afraid to travel from lagoon to lagoon looking for food and a mate. DO NOT FEED ALLIGATORS. All lagoons
and water ways should be treated as an alligator’s home. If you see anyone feeding or harassing an alligator,
call Shipyard Security immediately at (843) 785 - 4776.

Owner Updates
ANDREA MARTENSON, MEMBERSHIP SPECIALIST
BEACH HANGTAGS are

FOR YOUR RENTERS please

TURTLE NESTING SEASON is here!

required from Memorial Day
weekend through Labor Day
weekend. Please visit the Welcome
Center to receive one for 2022.
One beach pass per household.

remember to leave your personal
beach hangtag for them to use or
arrange for a temporary stamp via
the Short Term Rental Program
(STRP). Direct your guests to the
Dispatch/Visitor’s lane for pass pick
up and encourage your guests to
bring as few vehicles as possible to
assist with parking.

From May to October please turn
off porch lights, fill any holes on the
beach, and do not mess with turtle
nests. The Turtle Trackers are closely
monitoring our
beaches.

BEACH SHUTTLE will run daily from
9am to 5pm starting Memorial Day
weekend, weather permitting.
Please note that the cart drivers
take breaks in accordance with
applicable federal and state laws,
so we ask that you be patient when
waiting for pick-up near the Beach
Club or in the overflow parking.

Beach Locker waitlist updates
have been sent in early May and
will be sent again in September
2022. Make sure your mailing
address is up-to-date and current.

Overflow Beach Parking is located on
Barcelona Road, between any white lines.
Please one vehicle per family.
Hangtag/Stamp must be visible at all times.

Contact them for
questions or to
volunteer:

Kay Crawford at
kaycrawford46@gmail.com

UPCOMING

June

Beach Club Events

Be sure to check out the community events happening this season!

July

2nd

Open Deck

12-9PM

9th

6th

Owners Only

4-8PM

11th Men’s Club

13th

Men’s Club

6:30-9PM

14th

August

Summer Karaoke Party

1st

Owners Only

4-8PM

6:30-9PM

4th

Open Deck

12-9PM

12th Women’s Club

5:30-9PM

8th

Men’s Club

6:30-9PM

Women’s Club 5:30-9PM

14th Open Deck

12-9PM

9th

Women’s Club

5:30-9PM

20th

Owners Only

4-8PM

18th Owners Only

4-8PM

15th

Owners Only

4-8PM

27th

Men’s Club

6:30-9PM

25th Men’s Club

6:30-9PM

22nd Men’s Club

6:30-9PM

29th

Women’s Club 5:30-9PM

26th Women’s Club

5:30-9PM

23rd

5:30-9PM

Shipyard HHI

Women’s Club

shipyardhhi.com

Beach Club HHI

SHIPYARD POA
10 SHIPYARD DRIVE
HILTON HEAD, SC 29928

For all of your real estate needs, think of me!

